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In the education profession, it is a "fine line" to maintain both the standards and appearances of

professionalism, morality, and ethical codes of conduct in the workplace.
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I keep a close watch on this heart of mine
1 keep my eyes wide open all the time

1 keep the ends out for the tie that binds
Because you're mine, I walk the line. — Johnny Cash E‘“’"’“’ E"”" s for the new Ed”‘-‘ ator
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Today’s Targets & Audience

GOAL: Reviewing ethical concepts, codes, definitions, and
educator decision-making, and recommendations for the
avoidance of unacceptable actions and/or appearances.

= WHY? The average educator makes = WHO? YOU! Why is this important for
more than a thousand decisions a day, all pre-service, "rookie," or experienced
resolving conflicts in pedagogy, professional educators? It is
enforcement, resource allocation, essential... not so much to serve as a
relationships, and diversity. reminder of the penalties for ethical
= WHAT? From codes to conundrums, we infractions or spotlighting the
occurrences you read or hear about in
will touch on philosophies of personal 1o hews.. but, because ETHICS are
morality, regulations, ethics, an what all of us stand for, the values we
professional amtudes/d\sposmons exhibit in our day-to- day decision-
and introduce the Code of Conduct & - maging. the integrity of the profession,
National Association of State Directors e o
N § - and our “making a difference” in the
of Teacher Education and Certification  |iyes of our students.
Model Code of Ethics for Educators. .
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Starting out with the “WHY”

= Why are we so concerned about
discussions on and professional i
development for PA educators on ETHICS?

= HOW should we practice ETHICS daily, why How - Your Process

both in the classroom and outside school? What < Tour Procese

How
. . P
What is important in our “regs” and What
“codes” to understand, review, and reinforce hitps//simonsinek.com/.
intentionally from time to time?
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DO YOU KNOW THE MEANING OF THESE
ETHICAL TERMS?
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exemplar o ﬁd“Ciary

mandatory reporting

harm . .
P professionalism

~thical L:mﬁ\'\hr'n\m b
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PRE-TEST: “Which statement has the Jeast validity?”

a.

Moral professionalism involves being
well informed about students, education.
and content, confronting parents of

underachieving

udents, cooperating

with colleagues to observe school

sfactory

policies, and criticizing

policies and proposing constructive

improvement,

d.

outlines

prohibited and governs actions.

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Eghics for Educators

b.

Teachers, attomneys, doctors, nurses,
counselors, therapists, and the clergy
have “fiduciary” duties: own the
legal duties of good faith and trust and
are bound ethics

Iy to act in another

party’s best interest.

€.

2 st of The primary goal for ethics training is to
¢ “minimum standards of
acceptable behavior” and focus on

ind unethical actions that

cmphasize ¢

ic ille

may result in disciplinary actions,

hipsi/paulfoxblog/cotegory/ethics/

Although not always defined in exact
terms of school law or policies,
professional ethics arc “standards that

actitioners within situation and
systemic contexts in choosing the best

course-of-action.”

© 2025 Paul K. Fox 7

PENNSYLVANIA'S CODE OF
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE
AND CONDUCT FOR
EDUCATORS

pennsylvania

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS AND
PRACTICES COMMISSION

CAN YOU NAME THE EXACT TITLE OF THE PA
CODE OF CONDUCT
AND THE AGENCY WHICH ENFORCES IT?

Catch the E3-Train - fssential fghics for Educators © 2025 Paul K Fox 8

SAMPLE

ETHICS

IN THE NEWS

(BAD EXAMPLES)

Shame on You
Mariah McManus

Catch the E3-Train - Ess

hups//ogulioxbloa/c

1 wish for little things — Promises we didn’t keep— Say it's not happening - But Fm not so blind that | can’t see

! [ ]

Shame on you - You pull a string - And now everything's unraveling - Watched it fall, did nothing at all -
Shame on you - Shame on me too

1. Volkswagen
2. Jerry Sandusky

3. Christopher Martinelli

4. Russian athletes’ doping
5. Cynthia Hartopp

6. Jason Cooper

7. Fox News Roger Ailes

14. Enron Kenneth Lay
15. Michael Cinefra

16. Adelphia

17. Martha Stewart

18. Kathleen Kane

19. WorldCom

20. Yahoo Scott Thompson

8. Lending Club Renaud Laplanche 21. Walter Street

9. Takata air bags
10. Thomas Harvey Matthews
11. Bank of America

12. Bernie Madoff pyramid scheme

13. BP Deepwater Horizon

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Eghics for Educators

22. Wells Fargo

23. Richard Humphreys

24. Jeffrey Hahn

25. David Borghesani

26. Nick and Ruth Baggetta

hipsi/paulioxblog/cotegory/ethics/
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PA Educator Misconduct Complaints Filed PA Educator Misconduct Complaints Filed

Source: July 2022 report from the PDE Office of the Chief Counsel and

gov/Educators/Misconduct/Pages/default.aspx

819
672 '

b [www.education

776

768

Catch the E3-Train
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Source: July 2022 report from the PDE Office of the Chief Counsel and
hitps://www.education.pa.gov/Educators/Misconduct/Pages/default aspx

357 disciplinary case resolutions

u Surrender (81)

= No Legal Sufficiency (47)|

= Revocation (44)

= No Probable Cause (39)

= Waming Letter (36)

= Other* (35)

» Suspension** (31)

» Public Reprimand (31)
Private Reprimand (12)

2016
= Local Action Sufficient (1

© 2025 Paul K. Fox

‘What'’s the Buzz? (Tell me what's a happening) jes s supesar

Fiduciary = “A person or organization that owes to another the duties of good faith and trust.”
“The highest legal duty of one party to another, also involving being bound

ethically to act in the other's best interests.”
EJ( hnics

Five groups of people are *“fiduciaries” - doctors,
counselors/therapists, attorneys, the clergy, and... teachersl

+ Of the five, only one group does not receive formal ethics
training - teachers.

* All others receive that training starting in pre-service and
throughout their careers

Teachers are the only group who works with a captive
audience.

Qualities of a Professional

= Higher education, constant training and
retooling, goals, self-improvement

= Adoption of “best practices”

= Creativity, critical thinking, problem
solving, communication skills

= Acceptance of criticism, peer review,
teamwork, compromise, group vision

= High standards of behavior, etiquette,
appearance, language, and ethics

Catch the E3-Train - Essential Ehics for fducators  f © 2025 Paul k Fox 15 Catch the E3-Train - fssential Ehics for Educators  hitpsi//oqulfoxblog/categony/eihics/ © 2025 Paut K Fox 16
.. . . 13 . . ”»
Raising the bar further: effective teachers... Demonstrations of “Moral Professionalism
Score HIGH on Score LOW on = Coming to work regularly and on = Cooperating with, or if necessary,
time confronting parents of underachieving
= Cooperation = Abruptness students
= Student engagement = Belittling = Being well informed about their
M | . I ing h (“clock hing”) student-matter = Cooperating with colleagues and
onitoring learning ounting hours (“clock punching’ ) observing school policies so the whole
= Optimism = Defiance = Planning and conducting classes institution works effectively
= Pacin = lllogical statements with care
¢ ¢ - . = Tactfully but firmly criticizing
= Promoting self-sufficiency = Mood swings " Regularvly reviewing and updating unsatisfactory school policies and
= Spontaneity = Oneness (treating group as “one”) instructional practices proposing constructive improvement
= Structuring = Recognition-seeking Source: Wynne, E.A. (1995). The moral dimension of teaching. In A.C. Ornstein (Ed.)
Teaching: Theory into practice. (pp. 190-202). Boston: Alyn and Bacon
‘ Source: “The California BTES - Overview of the Ethnographic Study” by David Berliner and William Tikunoff ‘
Catch the E3-Train - gssential Ehics for Educators © 205 Paul K Fox 17 Catch the E3-Train - fssential Eihics for Educators © 2025 Paul K Fox 18
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The Definitions... “Clear as mud?”

Foundations of what's “right or wrong”

Personal Morality: “Personal values and beliefs Ethical Equilibrium (Hutchings, 2015)
derived from one’s life experiences... subjective and

may or may not align with community mores.”
Regulations of Law: “Policies, statues, and judicial
activity that articulate conduct absolutes.”
Professional Ethics: “Professional ethical standards
that assist practitioners within situation and systemic
contexts in choosing the best course-of-action.”

Ethical Framework

Professional Dispositions: “Agreed upon
professional attitudes, values and beliefs to be held by
educational practitioners.”

“Beyond the Obvious...” by Troy Hutchings
Ll a Saacieor/aons /e colohp2id_20008 elocls
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exus Between Ethics and Conduct

Vuinerabilities i anced & Complex
Muitipie Stakeholders

ting In the'
Public Interesy ) POWer Absolutisn

Competing Tensions

1000"s of Dally Decisions

Emotional &
Intellectual Intimacy

InJoco parentis | Agents of the State

Operate within the gra

. Embrace the gray

© 2025 Paul K Fox 20
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Definitions: mo~raloi~ty and eth-ics

= Morality = “Principles concerning
the distinction between right and
wrong or good and bad behavior.”

= Ethics = “Moral principles that
govern a person's behavior or the
conducting of an activity.”

Synonyms: moral code, morals, morality,
values, rights and wrongs, principles, ideals,
standards (of behavior), value system, virtues,
dictates of conscience

Catch the E3-Train - Essential Ehics for fducators © 2025 Pl k Fox 21

Which standard is it? Mostly moral or ethical?

—

. Moral (personal) =

= Principles to judge
right and wrong

= Often used to define
individual’s character

= More abstract or

subjective, may or

may not be religious

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Ehics for Educators

A teacher decides
not to drink a beer
when he sees a
student enter the
same restaurant.

@

. Ethical (group) =

Behavior expected by
the group or
profession

Practical, shared
principles promoting
fairness and

expectations

© 2025 Paul K Fox 22
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Which standard is it? Mostly moral or ethical?

—

. Moral (personal) =

= Principles to judge
right and wrong

= Often used to define
individual’s character

= More abstract or

subjective, may or

may not be religious

. Ethical (group) =
Behavior expected by
the group or
profession
Practical, shared
principles promoting
fairness and
expectations

=N

A teacher calls in
sick to extend her
vacation.

? »

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Ehics for Educators © 2025 Paul K Fox 23
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‘Which standard is it? Mostly moral or ethical?

—

. Moral (personal) =

= Principles to judge
right and wrong

= Often used to define
individual's character

= More abstract or

subjective, may or

may not be religious

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Ehics for fducators

A coach posts

pictures of herself
online wearing only a

bikini while on a
beach vacation.

@

. Ethical (group) =

Behavior expected by
the group or
profession

Practical, shared
principles promoting
fairness and

expectations
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Do high moral standards make us more vulnerable?

Are you more apt to commit ethical violations or professional misconducts
trying to “do good” for your students with the best of intentions?

Wanting a student to do well results in changing the student’s grade or test scores
An educator gzives out his personal cell phone and states that, “l am here to help
you anytime, 24-7.

A counselor gives pre-natal vitamins to a student she knows is pregnant, but the
parents do not know of the pregnancy.

A vegan teacher rants on Facebook about farm animal rights while teaching in a
community based in agriculture.
« A principal pays for a student to attend a summer camp.

Catch the E3-Train - Essential Ehics for Educators  hupsi//poulforblog/cotegory/ethics/  © 2025 Paul K Fox 23

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A
coDE OF CONDUCT AND A copk oOF ETHICS?

Catch the E3-Train - ssential fghics for Educators  hitpsi//paulfoxblog/category/ethics/  © 2025 Paul K Fox 26
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Code of Conduct vs. Code of Ethics

= Similarities: Self-regulation and guidance of -

(un)acceptable behaviors
) Code of

= Code of Ethics outlines a set of principles
that affect/govern decision making

= Code of Conduct outlines specific
behaviors that are required or prohibited
and govern actions

htto: hron.com/difference-between-code-ethics-conduct-2724.html
https.//wwwwhistleblowersecuritv.com/code-of-ethics-and-code-of-conduct-whats-the-difference

hitesi/ogullonblog/categon/eihicel

= Conduct

Catch the E3-Train - Essential Ehics for fducators © 2025 Paul k Fox 27

-

Codes of Conduct vs. Codes of Ethics
e i
1

Crimes, sexual or other immoral; conduct with or Educators nurture the intellectual, physical,
toward a student. emotional, social, and civic potential of each
student.

Misrepresentation, falsification of information.
‘ 5 Educators create, support, and maintain

challenging learning environments for all.

w

Misuse of public funds and property.
3 Educators commit to their own learning learning
in order to develop their practice.

IS

Violations of contractual obligations.

4 Educators collaborate with colleagues and other

Unethical practice toward other members of the
professionals in the interest of student learning.

5 profession, parents, students, and the community.

Educators collaborate vith parents and

5 community, building trust and respecting
confidentiality.

6 Educators advance the intellectual and ethical
foundation of the learning community.

6 Incompetence.

Mark, Michael L. and Madura, Patrice: Music Education in
Your Hands (Routledge 2010)
—ts

© 2025 Paul K Fox 28
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PA Governance - Who'’s in Charge?

NEWNES

Legislature

Tenured job
termination or
suspension

Certification actions,
Commission,
Mandatory Reporting

Regulations Case Law

Judicial

Executive

Catch the E3-Train - Essential Ehics for Educators  hupsi//poulforblog/cotegory/ethics/  © 2025 Paul K Fox 29

Timeline of
PA Educator Ethics
Laws and Training

2012
Reporting Traning 2019
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“Where Is It?” — How to Find Our PA Ed Laws

PO R S AR Section 9b Discipline for Criminal Offenses
Public School Fostas Section 9c Discipline on Additional Grounds
Code of 1949 https: pagov/en/agencies/pspc/re Section s scpe @
ey e e (= e [ e Groct he Gepirmant 10 impose Gciplre aganst any edhicakr K Conue found by the commission
hitos://wwwlegissta
! ) memoraiey
) Incompetency.
PA Title 22 Chapter 235: ) itemperance
Qlani Code of Professional Practice and Conduct #) Cruety.
hito 0a gov/Disolav/pa (5) Negigence
code2file=/secure/pacode/data /022 /chaoter: ) Sesuel miscondt
= (1) Semusl atuse or explotation
8) A violation of the code or professional practice and COndUCt S30pHed PUFSUNE 10 Seckon
Bltosi//y JMe0t/dan/conaouc:
Ragov/en/pspc/d: ducatordiscipline actodf
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Homework? Please review...

Section 9a Mandatory Reporting

31
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A Code of Conduct...

= |s written and enforced by a LICENSING AGENCY

= Has COMMON VALUES required of members in
the profession/group

= Spells out REQUIRED & FORBIDDEN CONDUCT
= Sets-up a COMPLAINT PROCESS with a
= TRIER OF FACT

= Violations of which may impose SANCTIONS upon
the member’s license

Code of

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Ehics for Eucators  hupsi//ooulioxblog/cotegory/ethics/.  © 2025 Paul K. Fox 33

Code of Professional Practices & Conduct

“Professional conduct defines g
interactions between the individual ﬁ pennsylvan]a

educator and students, the employing DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
agencies, and other professionals...”

“...Educators shall be guided in their
conduct by their commitment to their 4
students, colleagues, and profession.
——
Web version of revised CPPC: PDF document of revised CPPC:

Catch the E3-Train - ssential fhics for Educators  hips//oqulfoxblog/cgtegory/athics/ © 2025 Paul K Fox 34
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Our PA
, Licensing Agency
= Code
T of
preCa Conduct
page 1
g

34

Our PA

Code
of
Conduct

§ 152 mtrsciection

page 1
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Model Code of Ethics for Educators ‘

= National Association of State Directors
of Teacher Education and Certification

» First draft unveiled in 2015
Updated in 2021
= Principles » 5 Principles
I Responsibility to the Profession
Il. Responsibility for Professional Competence
lll. Responsibility to Students
IV. Responsibility to the School Community
V. Responsible and Ethical Use of Technology
PA Board of Education endorsed MCEE in
January 2017. It was fully adopted as
“PMCEE” in 2021. " 2page=]

» 18 Sections
» 86 Standards

@ MCEE

MODEL COOE OF ETHICS FOR EDUCATORS:

Catch the E3-Train - Essential Ehics for Educators © 205 Paul K Fox 41

hipsi/paulioxblog/cotegory/ethics/

Model Code of Ethics for Educators \
Not defined in exact terms of law or policies
Development Partners
Not a focus of family morals or values on which
you were raised »  American Association of Colleges of Teacher Education
» American Federation of Teachers
Not about issues of right/wrong or black/white, but » Association of Teacher Educators
shades of grey »  Council for Accreditation of Educator Preparation
More epen-ended: a selection from a set of possnble »  Council of Chief State School Officers
Ehoices »  National Association of Elementary School Principals
» National Association of Secondary School Principals
Reflections on decision-making depended on the »  National Board of Professional Teaching Standards
circumstances of the situation » National Education Association
»  National Network of State Teachers of the Year
PA Board of Education endorsed MCEE in
January 2017. It was fully adopted as
“PMCEE” in 2021. 2page-]
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WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION ON CASE STUDIES!

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Eghics for fgucators  hups//poulioxblog/category/ethics/.  © 2025 Paul K. Fox 43

Applying BOTH “Codes” to Educator Choice

I Pedagogy il Resource Allocation
A.  What to teach A.  Equity issues % o ¥ %
B. How to teach B BudgetsCramess) LA4 NL@
C. How to assess C.  Fiscal authority & Influence
CPPC  MCEE
Il Enforcement |V Relationships

Activities - association, district,
school, or union policies
Copyright issues

A.  Conflicts with school staff or parents

B. Professional boundaries with students
C. Confidentiality
D

Teaching licensure & credential Honesty
Students who break the law V. Diversity DEIBA
Lien, Joelle L. 2012. Ethical dilemmas of in-service music educators. Action, Criticism, and Theory for Music Education
i L glagticles/licnll lodf
Catch the E3-Train - gssential Ehics for fducators  hitps//oqulfoxblog/category/ethics/.  © 2025 Paul K Fox 44
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Models for Ethical Scenario Analysis

+ Code of Conduct— Degree of Misconduct . Y
e

Degrees of % ‘
Misconduct

Mock Jury

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Ehics for Egucators  hupsi//ooulioxblog/cotegory/ethics/.  © 2025 Paul K Fox 49

Mock Jury - Code of Conduct Scenarios

1. RED - “itegar’ which may add criminal and civil penatties, fines,
jail time, etc.

?. m = “unethical” which will result in significant discipline action,

suspension or revocation of certificate, and/or loss of job

3. GOLD - immorat’ - o guarantee of major consequences

except may result in lowering of year-end evaluation,
earning a “warning” or “write-up,” or a job re-assignment

4 PURPLE - “.corofessionat - unlcely to resutin major

consequences except damage to one’s professional reputation

8, BLUE - n:ppropriace, unvise, “bad for appearances” -

no consequences

6  nota misconduct or nappropriste

Catch the E3-Train - ssential fhics for Educators  hips//oqulfoxblog/cgtegory/ethics/  © 2025 Paul K Fox 46

Degrees of
Misconduct

45

46

. . . . Jury -
Scenario #1: “Counseling Sessions How do you find?
Reflections Mrs. K is a high school math teacher whose husband]
4. How could this situation become a recently divorced her. During a lesson one day, Mrs.

iolation ofthe law. eitter ofthe “Codes” K" preaks down emotionally in front of her class. To

i T,l,ﬂn:‘p,,m,,,.,, calm everybody, she explains her emotional state to
negative consequences for the teacher  her students and discusses the end of her marriage.
e et m 2 more Aft€r school that day, a male student visits Mrs. K to

positive outcome and/or wat proactive SE€ If She has recovered. The student explains that

@.

reasures it e considered? his parents are also divorcing, and he understands
pndocid her feelings. The student begins stopping in to see
Mrs. K more frequently and the pair begins spending

more time outside of class supporting each other.
Her colleagues become suspicious of her
relationship with the student and report the teacher's
actions to their principal. 47

violation of the law. either of the “Codes” K’ breaks down emotionally in front of her class. To
or other school/district policies?

B, o this situation, what are some potential  CALM €verybody, she explains her emotional state to

C. What responses will result in a more

s st JOB LOSS®  [rom

o
o\

e e etess actions to their principal. 48

more time outside of class supporting each other.
Her colleagues become suspicious of her

. . o Jury -
Scenario #1: “Counseling Sessions How do you find?
Reflections: Mrs. K is a high school math teacher whose husband]
A. How could this situation become a recently divorced her. During a lesson one day, Mrs.

negative consequences for the teacher h e . )
@ e Ethics Violation =[ii

s her feelir p — o
A E Mrs. |CPPC: 235.5a (b) 2 “boundaries” pding]

relationship with the student and report the teachers

a7

© 2025 Paul K. Fox
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The Teacher-Student Relationship

1. Trust has evolved into the operative foundation
of the relationship of students with their teachers.

2. The duty of teachers is to act as a fiduciary in
their students’ best interest and to create and
maintain a safe environment for their students
derives.

3. When a teacher enters into an inappropriate
relat\cnshlp with a student (e.g. “confidant” or
“friend”), the teacher violates the recognized
student-teacher “boundary.”

4. Teachers must also ensure that their colleagues
conform to the appropriate standard of ethical
practice as well.

© 2025 Paul K Fox 49
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Vulnerabilities

1. Teachers who are experiencing difficulties in
their personal lives or are socially or
emotionally immature may be particularly
susceptible to the “slippery slope.” Examples:
viewing students as peers or lack of personal
crisis skills

2. Dangers to rookie or new teachers:
= Inexperience
» Near students’ ages - looking like one of them
= Sharing common interests and music preferences
= Overlapping circle of friends

3. “Cool” factor (looked up to, “fad, mod, stylish...”)

© 2025 Paul K Fox 50
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negative consequences for the teacher
and the student?
C. What responses wil result in a more

Scenario #2: “Musical Relations”

Reflections: Melissa S. was a 23-year-old high school music
teacher who also supervised the production of the
e oree " school musical. After months of practices, Miss S.
8. in this situation. what are some potenial  hecame very close to several seniors including
David, the male lead in the musical. She and David]
began sharing emails and texts with one another.
measures might be considered? Most of the communication was playfully flirtatious|
Degree of but not overtly sexual. Immediately after
i A graduation, however, Miss S. and David began
dating and became sexually intimate. After
discovering the relationship, David’s parents filed a
complaint against her with district administration.

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Eghics for Educators hiips//ogulfoxblog/cateqor/ethics/.

A. How could this situation become a

positive outcome and/or what proactive

© 2025 Paul K Fox 91

Jury -
How do you find?

Melissa S. was a 23-year-old high school music
teacher who also supervised the production of the
school musical. After months of, plact/ces, Miss S.

Scenario #2: “Musical Relations”

Reflections:

How could this situation become a
violation of the law, either of the “Codes,”
or other school/district policies?

r\::m >

In this situation, what are some potential  h@CaIme ding

negative consequences for the teacher

ravia | Ethics Violation =722

What responses will result in a more began sH nother:

positive outcome and/or what proactive .

measures migh be considered? Most of ¢ irtatious|
Additional Questions: but not o

1. Isitethical or legal to have
intimate relationships with students
after their graduation?

graduation[[CPPC: 235 52 (b) 13 [ibegan
dating and —After
discovering the relationship, David's parents filed a
complaint against her with district administration.

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Ehics for Educators hitps/ogulfoxblog/categori/eihics/.

2. Cana teacher become romantically
involved with a graduated student
who is also over the age of consent?

© 2025 Paul K Fox 92
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Blurred Student-Teacher Boundaries

= Warning signs: Look for the teacher-student relationship shifting

from serving the needs of the student to focusing on the needs
of the teacher.

The American Psychological
There may be an increase in the frequency of interaction as well | Association (117,500 members)
as an increased level of intimacy, which ultimately may lead to a | has an ethical guideline of
sexual relationship. non-fraternization for at least
two years post-treatment.

= In some areas in the world (Australia), there is the assumption
within the profession that a relationship with a former student

was permissible only as long as it did not start while the The National Association of

student was at school. focul Workers (mmwers)
o as & one-year moratorium
However, this issue is more about an inherent power imbalance | /o7 720V Ly

that can influence inappropriate relationships between teachers
and students or former students - even after the student has
left school.

involvement with a client.

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Ehics for Educators © 2025 Paul K Fox 93
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Models for Ethical Scenario Analysis

+ Code of Conduct — Degree of Misconduct
« Code of Ethics— Voices in M_}/ Head

Sample

Bad Attitudes!

P
"” Model Code « Ethics s Educators

I didn’t know it was wrong!”
I. Responsibility to the Profession, A. 7

© 2025 Paul K Fox 94
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Models for Ethical Scenario Analysis

» Code of Conduct — Degree of Misconduct
« Code of Ethics — VoOices in My Head

Sample

Bad Attitudes!

J
| | | | Model Code « Ethics s Educators

“He’s weird” or “He’s not like us!”
I1l. Responsibility to the Students, B. 2

hipsi/paulfoxblog/cotegory/ethics/

© 2025 Paul K Fox 93

Models for Ethical Scenario Analysis

+ Code of Conduct — Degree of Misconduct
« Code of Ethics— Volces in M_}/ Head

Sample
Bad Attitudes!

/
"" Model Code « Ethics s Educators

“Don't ask for permission. Beg for forgiveness!”
IV. Resp: bility to the School C: , C.1

hitpsi/logulfoxblog/category/ethics/
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“I just teach [subject]...”

m B, e proeuscns eccater ommutates euponat sme of S,
e e A asie e by

The prefesvonal educans i coms
of protwsnicnst and el pracsice.

AL 1w prosions acucat demonimats cormbment 15

“...so don’t ask me
to do anything else!”

nc.2

“| just teach [subject]...

= Soreratates utponatie e of Gata

DOMAIN 4

“...so don’t ask me
to do anything else!”

1c.2

© 2025 Paul K Fox 58
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d friend @
. . . "My students are my friends!” S
Models for Ethical Scenario Analysis

§ 235.50. Commitment to students.

@ & The prmary prodessionsl cbdgaion

of @ducatons 10 the students thay

) poben
» Code of Conduct — Degree of Misconduct b In it ofthe commiment 10
students, echcatons

« Code of Ethics— Voices in M)/ Head 2 Shell maintsin sppropriste Ready,
professionsl relationships Get Set

« Both “Codes” — Find the Standard

and boundaries with ot
students at all times, both in GO
g ieide e psurmom: When you find the paragraph
and/or number in the CPPC,
raise your hand

(=) > .
g 4 It’s time for a...
Scavenger Hunt!
Catch the E3-Train - Essential Ehics for Educators  hupsi//poulforblog/cotegory/ethics/  © 2025 Paul K Fox 99 Catch the E3-Train - gssential Eihics for ducators  hupsi//ooulfoxblog/coteqory/ethics/ © 2025 Paul K. Fox 60
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P
"My students are my friends!” a7 .

Ready,

A.:::;:w:-...-u.u gty e Aghtn and gty of o Get Set,
Go..

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Ehics for Egucators  hups//poulioxblog/category/ethics/ 61 © 2025 Paul K Fox 61

Models for Ethical Scenario Analysis

+ Code of Conduct — Degree of Misconduct

+ Code of Ethics— Voices in My Head " |

« Both “Codes” — Find the Standard /)

« Al“Codes”— Deep Dive in Break Outs k '
=

From CSDE's Jeacher Education And Mentoring Manual:

“Teachers must engage in district-facilitated conversations that focus on ethical
and professional dil and their p ional responsibility to stud the
larger school/district educational community, and to families.”

Catch the E3-Train - ssential fghics for Educators  hitpsi//paulfoxblog/category/ethics/  © 2025 Paul K Fox 62
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2. How could this
situation conflict with

L 1 > of Conduct/EDA, Model
3 * Code of Ethics for
3 Educators, or case law?

(Ideal) Steps to Analyze Case Studies

Mock Practice in Professional Ethical Decision-Making

1. Establish “safe” learning networks (informal?) with fellow educators.
3 ‘;vve‘hs‘f);';u)a:z:‘v[:f;:w' 4. What 2. Share a(n) incident or “hypothetical” scenario.
AT — ne‘gfam co,\‘seq'uet.ces I esransesiaclanalll 3. DISCLJ.SS thg conflicts & consequences (use t.he CSDE TEAM questions?)
Module 5 of the st ihe educators M outcome and/or what 4. Consider divergent opinions with an open mind.
CSDE TEAM Manual and the school "’““é‘evecg‘efj:r’jj?”“g“‘ 5. In formal settings (PLCs or department/faculty meetings), summarize the
R responses from the members of your group.
5. Beren e 10 Giimes Although fictional, most of the fact scenarios are based on actual past
to Sé?.‘iikiéﬂipy‘ét.‘i“” adjudigat‘ions of the PA Professional Standards and Practices
breakout room. Commission.
Catch the E3-Train - ssential fhics for Educators  hips//ogulfoxblog/cgteqory/ethics/ © 2025 Paul K Fox 64
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Additional Scenarios for Discussions

Blogsites on Ethics Case Studies
/y ? = Ethics for Music Educators - Part lll Case Studies
ttps://paulfoxblog/2017/09/01 /ethics-for-music-educators-iii/
= Ethical Scenarios
https://paulfoxblog/category /ethics/
= Ethical Conundrums Revisited - Part |
itos://naulfox bloe/2018/08/20/ethical-conundrums-revisited-part-i

= Ethical Conundrums Revisited - Part Il
ttns://paulfoxblog/2018/10/14 /ethical-conundrums- d-part-ij

= Studies in PA Educator Ethics Case Law
ttns://paulfoxblog /2021 /06 /26 /studies-in-pa-educator-ethics-case-la

Catch the E3-Train - gssential Eghics for fgucators  hups//poulioxblog/category/ethics/.  © 2025 Paul K. Fox 65

Additional Scenarios for Discussions

Essential Ethics for the new Educator
by Poul K Fox = past e
) J I3 PCMEA/Collegiate/Pre-Service Workshops

Ly p——"
v .8 reomrcbr o e comampenraes b et
a6 g posbesanal mos oA
ey st e . St becmne ETHCS ww
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Additional Scenarios for Discussions Off-Duty Conduct

Are teachers role models, even outside the classroom? Unequivocally the answer is YES!

1 M5 has e Cantrasting headlines:

) e ey ek gt StV e oY RS, st syt e “Unions and courts say educators deserve privacy.” vs. + Professional expectations do not
' w st A recent West Virginia Supreme Court decision could allow local school always distinguish between on or
mapgropnue wnd L e Semply oesng Essiance 163 et 1 seed boards more authority to discipline school employees for misconduct that off-duty conduct.
2 Oumng e, Soeven s occurs outside the classroom, > .
para) powc « “Accordingly, teachers must act
3 Meses s 1 clant, even theugh Court case example... in their private lives in a way that
Loghh W S " don o vndent Pennsylvania Supreme Court (1939) Hg&%k% v. Mt Pleasant ?D‘ does not undermine their
. Connecticut Seate Degt. of £4. It has always been the recognized duty of the teacher to conduct )
they ot even ek e anguage O ofth sents complan
ol vt vl 1n Depth Discussion Questions himself in such way as to command the respect and good will of the ;fﬁ“"y ”’;"l?e ""“ls"","’"’ p—
« 3. What porsible suew/concerns community, though one result of the choice of a teacher's vocation e ke o Lo
. When yow asb reght i e rane? entity or damage their position

moormetts ham, T 2 may be to deprive him of the same freedom of action enjoyed by

v clans 3 compiained about yousr 3580y 3¢  teacher, One of vislation of yous schocl estty pokcy. persons in other vocations.” as a moral exemplars in the
e sy St M. T, ks hat v e the st b e PA Code of Profestional Practce s
oot Comucs, otber PA reguiation ee e econ/n
s M e,
Ieving (im smentary scho the eacher treves o Comtre Educsans, or celow?
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Confidentiality Social Media Rules

1. Family Educational Rights & 4. Drug and alcohol treatment records 1. Know your school district or state’s
Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1?74 sets of students kept by any institution policies on social media. 6. “Snaps” are forever! Anyone can take a
parameters on aCCESS!blllty and receiving federatl’;\sslst:tr:ce a(r)efr 2. Never “friend” or “follow” students screen shot of your posts.
disclosure of students’ records. ) protected under Dru, use Office on your personal accounts. 7. Never mention your school or the names

2. Grassley Amendment (1994) details and Treatment Act (1976). of staff or students in any post.
privacy of student participation in 5. Records of students in special z gew youf;t[»)roﬂle photl(;s Fl:an . Set your Instagram account to private.
surveys, analysis, and e‘/f‘l'”a“[’”- education are affected by the above - Do not affiliate yourself with your g = o o complain about your job online.

3. Health Insurance Portability & laws plus Individuals with Disabilities school on a personal profile. 10.N —— p——
Accountability Act (HIPAA) of 1996 Education Act (IDEA, 1997). 5. Do not geo-tag your posts with your = Ss&’g ﬁﬁ’esd,g B
provides data privacy & security school’s location.
provisions for safeguarding medical P ‘VATE
info. AND CONF\DEN“AL

[ batoss v americanboardore /bioe 70249 |
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POST-TEST: “Which statement has the Jeast validity?”

a. b (©

Moral professionalism involves being

Teachers, attomeys, doctors, nurses, Although not always defined in exact

apists, and the

well informed about students, edu

y terms of school law or policies,

* duties: own the highest professional ethics arc *

and content, confronting parents of dards that
underachieving students, cooperating and trust and assist practitioners within situation and
with colleagues to observe school are bound ethically to act in another systemic contexts in choosing the best
d criticizing unsatisfactory party’s best interest. course-of-action.”
Sheppeard, and the Professional Sta . Board of Educational Examiners
c 's Teacher Education & Mentoring Prc
o o unsel/O he + Lien, Ethical Dilemmas of In-Service Music Educators”
c. Shane Cr Director L 1/0f i jen, Joelle: “Et Iusic Educ:
‘The primary goal for ethics training is to . P s o ducation
emphasize the “minimum standards of acceptable
behavior™ and focus on specific illegal and
specific behaviors that are required or unethical actions that may result in disciplinary
prohibited and governs actions, actions
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