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PRINCIPLE IV cont.

E. The professional educator recognizes the problematic nature of 
multiple relationships by:

1. Considering the risks that multiple relationships might impair objectivity,
increase the likelihood of harm to students’ learning and well-being, or
diminish educator effectiveness;

2. Considering the risks and benefits of a professional relationship with 
someone with whom the educator has a current or past personal 
relationship;

3. Considering the implications and possible ramifications of engaging in
a personal relationship with parents/guardians, student teachers, 
colleagues and supervisors; and

4. Ensuring professional responsibilities to paraprofessionals, student 
teachers or interns do not interfere with responsibilities to students, 
their learning and well-being.

A. The professional educator uses technology in a responsible
 manner by: 

1. Using social media transparently and primarily for purposes of 
teaching and learning per school and district policy. The professional
educator considers the ramifications of using social media and direct 
communication via technology with one’s interactions with students, 
colleagues and the general public; 

2. Staying current with trends and uses of school technology;
3. Evaluating information obtained electronically for reliability and bias;
4. Respecting intellectual property rights, copyright and fair use when

accessing, using and documenting proprietary materials;
5. Understanding and abiding by policy and procedures on the use of 

technology and communication; 
6. Recognizing that some electronic communications are records under

the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and state public access laws;
7. Considering the implications of sharing legally protected or other

sensitive information electronically either via professional or personal 
devices/accounts; and

8. Exercising vigilance in maintaining separate and professional virtual
profiles and keeping personal and professional lives distinct.

B.The professional educator ensures students’ safety and well-being
when using technology by:

1. Being vigilant in identifying, addressing and reporting (when appropriate
and in accordance with local school, district, state and federal policy)
inappropriate and illegal materials/images in electronic or other forms;

2. Respecting the privacy of students’ presence on social media unless
there is possible risk of harm to the student or others; and

3. Being attentive to (and appropriately reporting) information concerning
possible cyber bullying incidents and their potential impact on the 
student learning environment.

D.The professional educator promotes the appropriate use of 
technology in educational settings by:

1. Advocating for equal and equitable access to technology for all students; 
2. Promoting the benefits and clarifying the limitations of various 

appropriate technological applications with colleagues, appropriate
school personnel, parents and community members; 

3. Promoting technological applications that assist and enhance the
teaching and learning process; and

4. Practicing and advocating for cybersecurity to protect oneself, others
and the integrity of the network. 

C.The professional educator maintains confidentiality with the use of
technology by:

1. Taking appropriate and reasonable measures to maintain confidentiality
of privileged information and stored or transmitted educational records; 

2. Understanding the intent of Federal Educational Rights to Privacy Act
(FERPA) and how it applies to sharing student records electronically; 

3. Ensuring the rights of third parties, including the right of privacy, are not
violated via the use of technology; and

4. Protecting information from being shared with unintended third parties
through technology.
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The professional educator promotes appropriate relationships
and effective interactions with members of the school
community. 

PRINCIPLE  V

RESPONSIBLE AND ETHICAL 
USE OF TECHNOLOGY

The professional educator considers the impact of consuming,
creating, distributing and communicating information through all
technologies. The ethical educator is vigilant to ensure appropriate
boundaries associated with role, time and place are maintained when
using electronic communication.

RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 
SCHOOL COMMUNITY

D. The professional educator promotes appropriate and effective 
relationships with employers by:

1. Exhibiting personal and professional conduct that is in the best interest
of the organization, learning community, school community and 
profession;

2. Using property, facilities, materials and resources in accordance with
local policies and state and federal laws;

3. Respecting intellectual property rights (e.g., original lesson plans, 
district level curricula, syllabi, gradebooks) when sharing materials; and

4. Considering the implications of offering or accepting gifts and/or 
preferential treatment by vendors or an individual in a position of 
professional influence or power.

There is a movement growing within the greater P-12 
and educator preparation educational communities to 
ensure educators and prospective educators understand
how professional decision-making can impact all aspects
of the schooling community. This increased focus on 
examining and understanding our professionʻs norms 
and values is a critical part of the mission of the National
Association of State Directors of Teacher Education and
Certification (NASDTEC). A professional code of ethics 
establishes a higher threshold of responsiblity than policy,
statutes or law. Adhereing to the regulations that govern 
oneʻs employment and licensure – as well as aligning 
oneʻs professional practice to the  Model Code of Ethics 
for Educators – will mitigate the risks and vulnerabilities 
inherent in our profession. 

The Model Code of Ethics for Educators (MCEE) serves as a 
guide for future and current educators as they encounter the 
complexities of P-12 education. The Code establishes principles
 for ethical best practice, mindfulness, self-reflection and dec-
ision-making. The establishment of this professional code of 
ethics for educators honors the public trust and upholds the 
dignity of the profession.
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PRINCIPLE II

The professional educator is committed to the highest levels 
of professional and ethical practice.

The professional educator demonstrates commitment to high 
standards of practice through:

A.

The professional educator promotes and advances the profession 
within and beyond the school community by:

C.
The professional educator demonstrates competence by acting 
in the best interest of all students by:

C.

The professional educator demonstrates responsible use of data, 
materials, research, and assessment by: 

B.

PRINCIPLE II I

The professional educator has a primary obligation to promote the 
health, safety and well being of all students. The professional educa-
tor treats students with dignity and respect, and establishes and 
maintains appropriate verbal, physical, emotional and social
boundaries.

A.The professional educator respects the rights and dignity of all 
students by:

B.The professional educator demonstrates an ethic of care through:

C.The professional educator maintains student trust and confiden-
tiality when interacting with students in a developmentally
appropriate manner and within appropriate limits by:

PRINCIPLE IV

The professional educator promotes appropriate relation-
ships and effective interactions with members of the 
school community. 

A. The professional educator promotes appropriate and effective 
relationships with parents/guardians by:

B. The professional educator promotes appropriate and effective 
relationships with colleagues by:

C. The professional educator promotes appropriate and effective 
relationships with the community and other stakeholders by: 

PRINCIPLE I

The professional educator knows that trust in the profession depends 
upon a level of professional responsibility that may be higher than 
the minimal standard of policy and law. This responsibility entails 
holding oneself and other educators to the same ethical standards.

RESPONSIBILITY TO
THE PROFESSION

The professional educator demonstrates responsibility to oneself 
and the profession by:

A.

The professional educator fulfills the obligation to address and 
attempt to resolve ethical issues by:

B.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE

RESPONSIBILITY TO STUDENTS RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 
SCHOOL COMMUNITY


