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PMEA Council TTRR Annual Meeting:
• Introductions/Roll Call
• David Deitz PDE Update
• Any Old Business or Announcements?
• New Business: Election of  TTRR Chair
• TTRR Showcase
• Adjournment to General Session

Welcome PCMEA & Guests!
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PDE Arts Advisor

O. David Deitz https://www.pdesas.org/Community
https://www.pmea.net/pde/
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PMEA TTRR Council Showcase
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https://www.pdesas.org/Community
https://www.pmea.net/pde/
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TTRR Began in the Year…

2011
5

PMEA Governance – revised effective 2016

PMEA Governance Effective 2016
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Mission

Serving in the role of  an advisory committee 
for PMEA, the mission of  the State Council 
for Teacher Training, Recruitment, and 
Retention (Council TTRR) is to discuss 
strategies and implement programs which 
support “the life cycle of  a music educator.” 
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Life Cycle…
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Overarching Purpose/Stakeholders

“The planning of  meaningful projects and services 
for the involvement of  future music teachers (high 
school and collegiate), first-year music educators 
(and those in the first five years), veteran teachers, 
mentors, department chairs, cooperating teachers, 
TRI-M and PCMEA members and leaders, Higher 
Education teachers, SMTE, and retired members.” 
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Focus Areas 2017-2024

Training
“Training of  pre-college, pre-service, in-service, 
and retired members in career development to 
support professionalism, career exploration, 
growth and change, and personal goal setting.” 
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Focus Areas 2017-2024

Recruitment
“Recruitment of  quality and engaged candidates 
to college music education programs.”
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Focus Areas 2017-2024

Retention and Diversity
“Retention and engagement of  urban, rural, 
minority, disadvantaged, and more diverse music 
teachers and students in the profession.”
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Roadways, Lanes, & “Passages”
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Roadways, Lanes, & “Passages”
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“Seasons” Throughout Your Career
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Simon Sinek’s “The Why”

PMEA & TTRR 

Council Toolbox
How can we help 

YOU?
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Partnerships & Projects

Training Recruitment Retention
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TTRR Expeditions & Explorations…
Stops along the “Life Cycle” pathway

18

PMEA Membership Stats

Total PMEA Membership
February 2024 – 3382

Breakdown of  Members in 2024:
Full Active – 2510
Full Active Spousal – 41
Collegiates – 465
Retired – 319
Corporate 

Regular  – 7 Bronze – 14
Gold – 11 Silver – 15 

Reported in 2023:
Mentors – 45 TRI-M Chapters – 111 
Mentees – 6 FMEHS – 16
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Middle-High School

PMEA CRESCENDO virtual conference for students
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TRI-M

Tina Bennett, Chairhttps://www.pmea.net/tri-m/ https://nafme.org/student-opportunities/tri-m-music-honor-society/ 

In a phrase… perform, lead, and serve!
A Tri-M® Music Honor Society chapter opens up a world of 
opportunities for students who have already shown themselves 
to be academically capable and musically gifted. Through 
performance and community service, they’ll develop confidence, 
creativity, critical thinking, compassion, and a host of other 
leadership skills sure to serve them well in school and beyond.
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Pre-College

PMEA Council TTRR flier and other printed materials, and 
PCMEA public service video(s) for HS students in 
preparation of  a college major in music education 

Prepping for a 
College Major in  
Music Education 
Tips and Resources for  
High School Students 

 
PMEA Council TTRR 2019 

Pre-Requisites 
1. Music performance skills 
2. Attitude, personality, 

goal-setting, public 
speaking, and leadership 
skills 

3. Teaching experience and 
observation 

4. Academics 
5. Knowledge and 

understanding of the 
profession 

Performance Skills 
1. Private lessons 
2. Aural skills 
3. Music fundamentals 

4. Vocal ability 
5. Decoding and encoding of 

music notation on 
instruments and voice 

6. Keyboard skills 
7. Well-rounded musician 

Visit the 
PMEA website 

• PMEA Council for 
TTRR focus area: 
https://www.pmea.net/
council-for-ttrr/ 

• Other sites: PCMEA, 
NAfME, and SMTE 

• MajoringinMusic.com 
• College Audition Blog 

 

 

Attitude/Personality 

1. Is this student eager about 
participation in music now? 

2. Does this student engage in 
positive, healthy 
relationships with others? 

3. Is this student hard working? 
4. How does this student handle 

criticism? 
5. Does this student exhibit 

leadership, goal-setting, and 
public speaking skills? 

 

 

 
Pennsylvania Music 

Educators Association 
••• 

56 South Third Street 
Hamburg, PA 19526 

••• 
610-562-9757 

••• 
https://www.pmea.net/ 

council-for-ttrr/ 
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https://www.pmea.net/council-for-ttrr/
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FMEHS

Co-Chairs Aaron and 
Stephanie Magaro 

https://www.pmea.net/future-music-educators-honors-symposium/
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Collegiate (PCMEA) Members
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https://pcmeawebmaster.wixsite.com/pcmea 
https://www.pmea.net/focus-areas/pcmea
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https://www.pmea.net/tri-m/
https://nafme.org/student-opportunities/tri-m-music-honor-society/
https://www.pmea.net/council-for-ttrr/
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Higher Education
Region I

Paul Doerksen
Jessica Vaughan-

Marra

Region II
vacant

Region III
Susan Hart Watts

Region IV
Nicholas Roseth

Region V
Jennifer Jester

Region VI
Debbie Wolf
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SMTE

Kathleen Melago, Chair
https://www.pmea.net/higher-educationsmte/

Welcome to the PMEA SMTE resource page!  This page is designed specifically with music teacher 
educators in mind, and we intend to continually curate content here that will meet your needs.  If  
you have any recommendations of  content to be added, please contact advocacy@pmea.net
Preparing the next generation of  music educators is an important endeavor and depending on the 
size of  your program, you might feel like a lone ranger trying to navigate state requirements and 
make your program as strong as possible.  PMEA is here to support you through resources, 
networking, and professional development.  On behalf  of  PMEA, thank you for all you do for our 
profession! – Dr. Kathleen A. Melago Professor of  Music Education, Slippery Rock University
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College ⏤ Financial Concerns

• Costs to renew annual professional clearances
• Costs to take and retake basic skills tests
• Mileage reimbursement/student teachers?
• Creation of  PMEA access grants?
• Annuitant issues, restrictions and lack of  

equity/equal access for hiring retirees to 
observe field placements/student teaching
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Stark-Fox Family Fund Scholarships

• PMEA Council TTRR Continuing Music Education Award 
(Music Education Majors)

• PMEA Music-for-Lifelong-Learning Award (STEM Majors)
• Eligible: Current undergraduate or graduate students who 

have completed at least two semesters in an accredited 
Pennsylvania higher education institution 

• Paid directly to candidates as reimbursement of  college 
expenses (tuition, housing, meals, books, instrument, etc.) 

• Applications at https://www.pmea.net/scholarships-and-awards/ 
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“Send a PCMEA Member to Erie” Initiative
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College/Pre-Career

Mock Job Screening Interviewers
Several PMEA members have indicated they are interested and 
available to serve as “virtual employment screeners” for interview 
practice workshops of  music education majors. Higher Education 
members or PCMEA chapter advisors should contact these people 
directly for their help in mock “question and answer” sessions to help 
prepare collegiates for marketing themselves during the coming job 
search process.
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https://www.pmea.net/council-for-ttrr/

Corey Bartell
Tina Bennett
Rick Coulter
John D’Ascenzo
David Deitz

Paul Fox
Matthew Harris
Dan Kershetsky
Byron Mikesell
Marty Ort

Henry Pearlberg
Bill Powers
Eric Plum
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Pre-Career… and on

1. TTRR Advisors 

2. TTRR Supplemental Materials

3. PDE Arts & Humanities PLC eBlast 
(editor: David Deitz https://www.pmea.net/pde/) 

4. Other e-Publications (editor: Paul Fox)

• Collegiate Communique (archived in PCMEA focus area)

• Retired Member Network eNEWS 
(archived in retired member focus area)
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• Communication of  Board of  Education revisions of  
the PDE Chapter 49 Certification provisions and 
competencies including MCEE, the new PA Code of  
Professional Practice and Conduct and ethics training 
in pre-service, induction, and in-service programs

• Support of  local, state, and national professional 
development workshops on career development

NAfME Eastern Division
Hartford, Connecticut 

April 24-26, 2025

Upcoming PMEA Conferences
Leadership Summit/Reading July 15-16, 2024
Annual Conference/Kalahari April 9-12, 2025

PCMEA/collegiate workshops, 
e.g., Slippery Rock University,

Grove City College, etc.
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Pre-Career… and on
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https://www.pmea.net/council-for-ttrr/
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Mentoring

Lisa Endler & Eric Plum, 
Mentor Co-Chairshttps://www.pmea.net/focus-areas/mentor-program/
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Mid-Career

• Sessions with a focus on Teacher Self  Care:
ü Health & Wellness
ü Stress Remediation
ü Burnout Avoidance

• Career Development/Leadership Training 
• New Explorations, Job Retooling, Promotions: 

e.g., Advanced Degree, Modern Band, 
serving as a PMEA Officer, New Research, etc.

• Introduction to the Leadership Summit
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Retired

• Retired Resource Registry
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Retired

• Retired Resource Registry

• Ultimate Resource Guide for Retirees 
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Retired

• Retired Resource Registry

• Ultimate Resource Guide for Retirees

•  The How-To-Retire Webinar
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Retired

• Retired Resource Registry

• Ultimate Resource Guide for Retirees

•  The How-To-Retire Webinar

• Annual Retired Member Breakfast and 
“Retirement 101” Sharing Session
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Nate Buonviri
Temple Univ. 

Jonathan Helmick
Slippery Rock Univ. 

M. Greg Martin
West Chester Univ. 

PMEA Council for Teacher Training, Recruitment, and Retention SHOWCASE  –  Annual Conference  –  4.18.24  –  Page 39

Moving On… Bon Voyage to These TTRR Higher Education Reps

Travis Weller
Messiah College 
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