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A. Session Description
We will explore the pros and cons of emerging online technology for veteran music teachers, new or
pre-service educators, and even retirees. The presentation will touch-on various legal issues, the ethical
framework necessary to guide teacher decision-making and the avoidance of unacceptable
“appearances or actions,” and precautions for the use of digital communications and social networks.
Sample success stories, “exemplars,” and resources for the safe use of tech tools and applications of
social media/remote/alternative/distance learning will be shared.

B. Targets
Session participants will appraise, critique, differentiate, justify, and internalize knowledge and
understanding of the following essential questions:
1. What are the expectations of teachers with regard to their “electronic” interactions with students?

2. How do teachers’ use of emerging technologies such as social networking, cell phones, etc., present
challenges to maintaining appropriate student-teacher boundaries and educator professionalism?

3. What are some of the potential consequences for inappropriate use of technology?
4. Why and how should teachers control their public “brand” or persona?
5. How can you use technology to inspire your students?

After a survey of numerous resources, the participants will be able to review and recall examples of
“safe social media” as well as the risks associated with using social networks and be able to apply
effective strategies for using emerging technology in their music classrooms.

C. Clinician
Paul K. Fox is the State Chair of the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) Council for
Teacher Training, Recruitment, and Retention and PMEA State Retired Members’ Coordinator. He
retired in 2013 as music teacher and Performing Arts Curriculum Leader from the Upper St. Clair School
District (Pittsburgh, PA), but continues to present sessions at conferences and professional development
workshops, and writes articles about music and music education, creativity in education, pre-service
training, marketing professionalism and getting a job for collegiate members, professional ethics, and
retirement resources for PMEA Collegiate Communique, School Band & Orchestra Newsletter, PMEA
News, PMEA Retired Member Network eNEWS, and the websites of Edutopia.org, MajoringinMusic.com,
SmartMusic.com, and Music in a Minuet (NAfME), archiving his work at https://paulfox.blog/.

D. Resources
Copy of this session’s slides: https://paulfox.blog/becoming-a-music-educator/
Clinician’s article: https://paulfox.blog/2018/04/29/social-media-boon-or-nemesis/
Clinician’s series on ethics: https://paulfox.blog/category/ethics/
PMEA Council TTRR resources: https://www.pmea.net/council-for-ttrr/
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